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Principal’s Letter 
Calendar of Events 

 
October 

15-16 NO SCHOOL   MEA 
 
19  Parents’ Meeting with Mr. Bollom 

  6:00- 7:00 p.m.  Library 
 
22 HPE T-shirt Orders Due 

  
23   NO SCHOOL   Conference prep 
 

30   Halloween Carnival 
  6:00- 8:00 p.m. 
 

November 
  2    Read-A-Thon Begins 
 

  2  Site Council Meeting 
  4:45- 6:00 p.m.  Library 
 

  2  PTA General Meeting 
  6:00- 7:30 p.m.  Library 
 

  4  EARLY RELEASE   1:30 p.m. 
 
10,12 Parent-Teacher Conferences 

  4:30- 7:30 p.m. 
 
12  Chip Shoppe Fundraiser Pick-up 

 
13  Parent-Teacher Conferences 
  7:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m. 
 

13  NO SCHOOL  
 
16  Parents’ Meeting with Mr. Bollom 

 6:00- 7:00 p.m.  Library 
 
26-27 NO SCHOOL  
 Happy Thanksgiving! 
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Dear Families, 

 
Highland Park Elementary is a busy, 

happening place!   Academically 
rigorous activities abound!  This past 
week, our second graders had an art 

residency with Heart of the Beast 
Puppet Theater making puppets and 
masks to support their unit of inquiry 

“Improvisation” under the global theme 
“How We Express Ourselves” and I look 

forward to their performances later this 
month! 
 

As an International Baccalaureate 
school, we value opportunities that 
allow us to provide students with a 

global perspective.  One way we are 
able to do this is with an Amity Intern.  

Yu-Ching Hsieh arrived the last week in 
September from Taiwan and is staying 
with the Stone family for the first 

semester and will stay with the Bianco 
family second semester.  Yu-Ching is 

interested in becoming a teacher and 
will spend her time at HPE working 
alongside Joanne Chiang.  During Yu-

Ching’s year at Highland, she will share 
her Chinese background, while learning 
about what it is like to live in America.  

 
I would encourage you and your family 

to include Yu-Ching to participate in a 
favorite family meal, or celebration or 
activity, like down hill skiing or bowling. 

If you are unsure of how to contact Yu-
Ching, do not hesitate to call school!   
 

September and October are months that 
focus on safety!  St. Paul Public Schools 

are required to practice safety drills 
such as fire drills and intruder drills, 
five of each a year.  Intruder drills are 

often referred to as lock downs.  When 

the drill is being conducted, it is 
announced several times over the 
intercom that it is a drill.  Teachers 

then practice with students the 
necessary procedures to keep them 
safe in the event there is an intruder 

in the building or an event in the 
immediate neighborhood.  An 

administrative team sweeps the 
building making sure students and 
staff are out of sight and sound.  We 

have conducted one lockdown drill 
and two fire drills so far and teachers 
have had age appropriate 

conversations with their students 
regarding the necessity of such drills.  

We realize this may cause anxiety in 
children and encourage you to have 
conversations with your students to 

help alleviate their anxieties.   
 
October is Fire Prevention Month.  The 

St. Paul Fire Department will be 
visiting Highland Park Elementary 

sometime this month to conduct a fire 
drill.  Therefore, it’s vital staff and 
students know exactly what to do in 

emergency situations and understand 
the plans in place to react quickly and 

calmly if something serious happens.  
It is equally important your children 
know what to do in the event of an 

emergency in your home.  Teach them 
how to dial 911 and post critical 
information, address and cell 

numbers, by the phone.  Have an exit 
plan and meeting place away from the 

home.  Check your smoke detectors 
and fire extinguishers. 
 

(continued on Page 2) 
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Here are a few more safety measures we take that 
require parent understanding and participation: 

• HPE requires all visitors to sign-in at the 

office and wear a visitor sticker or button. 
• HPE Staff will approach all unknown adults 

without visitor stickers or district badges 
and will redirect them to the office to 
sign in. 

• HPE requires parents to send written 
notification of a change in their child’s 

afternoon pick-up plans. 

As with any activities occurring at school, I 

encourage you to call, email or stop by with 
questions, comments or feedback.   We 
continually are working to improve your children's 

academic experience. 
 

Teresa M. Ciccarelli 
 

Principal’s Letter (con’t)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us for this annual celebration of Halloween – 
enjoy the ghoulish games, the spooky haunted hallway, 
the freaky fun and frightening food! 
 
Bring your friends and family – all are welcome and 
encouraged to come in costume. 

 
Friday, October 30th 

6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
Highland Park Elementary 
 (you won’t recognize it!) 

 

 
Volunteers Needed!  We’re still in need of volunteers 
(this is really fun!) – if you haven’t already volunteered 
and want to, please contact Susan Wright (PTA Vice 
President) at sbwright1@gmail.com. 
 
Cake Walk Donations Needed!  We’re also looking for 
food donations for the Carnival Cake Walk game (we 
use them as prizes). If interested, please bring in any 
type of pre-packaged sweet treats– cakes, cookies, 

Twinkies, Little Debbie cakes, candy, etc.  Please drop 
them off in the school office by Monday October 26th. 

 

PTA Halloween Carnival! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2009-10 HPE Family Directory is under 
construction.  Thank you to all families that 
completed the form and returned it to school!  If 

you did not return a form, only your child's name 
will be listed under the appropriate grade and 
teacher. Once compiled, printed copies of the 

complete school directory will be sent home with 
your child.  An electronic copy of the family 
directory will be sent to all families that included 

their email address on the directory form.  
Electronic copies will also be available upon 
request.  

  
Although we won't be able to make changes and 
additions to the printed version of the directory 

once complete, we can edit the electronic copy 
throughout the year, so please complete the form 
if you have not already done so!  Additional copies 

are available in the office, or you can e-mail me 
with your preferred phone number, home address, 
and/or e-mail to be included in the directory.  

Thanks! 
  
Cindy Lorah, cllorah@yahoo.com / 651-690-3596 

 

Family Directory 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Support HPE’s T-shirt Sale! 

Don’t forget to turn in your HPE t-shirt and 
sweatshirt order form by October 22.  

Please contact 5th/6th grade teacher Jessica 
Teske at 651-293-8770 or 

jessica.teske@spps.org with questions. 
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“Hats off to Reading!” is the theme for the HPE 
Read-a-thon this November.  On November 2, we will 
kick-off the read-a-thon with guest readers and a 
reading marathon!  Students will track their daily 
reading time and collect pledges to support this 

effort.  There will be prizes for top readers and 
pledge collectors, and a reward for all students if 
together they reach 200,000 minutes! 
 
The read-a-thon is a fun way to bring our students, 

families and teachers together to show the 
importance of reading. The goal of this event is to 
encourage reading at home and raise money for PTA-
supported initiatives such as: art programs and 

residencies, field trips, the amity intern, classroom 
supplies, and the library.   
 
More information about the read-a-thon will be sent 
home with students at the end of October. 

 
   --Sherri Savage 
      Library Education Assistant 
 

 

We are well underway with this year’s Box Tops for 
Education fundraising campaign.  Many thanks to those 
of you who have been able to participate so far.   Each 
Box Top is worth 10 cents to our school and it really 
adds up.  A collection bin is located near the office door 
and Box Tops are collected all year long.  
 
The average school in Minnesota who participated in this 

program last year collected close to $1,000 and many 
schools collected several thousand dollars! School 
budgets are tighter than ever and this is an easy way 
for us to generate extra money for Highland Park 
Elementary.  Let’s make this our best Box Top year yet! 
 
Did you know that you can also earn money for our 
school from Box Tops for Education by shopping online?  
If you ever make any online purchases, check out the 
dozens of stores and web sites (Avon, Current, 
Drugstore.com, Hickory Farms, Oriental Trading and 
Target, just to name a few!) who have partnered with 
Box Tops. Go to the Box Tops Marketplace at 
boxtops4education.com and click the link to the online 
store of your choice.  Our school receives a donation of 
up to 8% from your qualifying purchase.  It doesn’t cost 

you anything extra and a couple of clicks on your part 
means more money for our kids.  What could be easier? 
 
Back by popular demand is our Halloween Carnival 
collection event.  Each child who collects 10 box tops is 
able to exchange them for a free $1 punch card the 
night of the carnival.  (Orange collection sheets were 
sent home with each student but if you have other kids 
in the household who would like to participate, a 
collection sheet isn’t necessary.) Limit one per child 
please.   
 
For more information on how you can help our school 
earn cash through Box Tops for Education, visit the Box 
Tops web site or contact Dawn Andrada, our Box Tops 

coordinator, at 651-696-0224. 
 

 

Read-A-Thon Starts November 2! 

 
Make a Difference With Box Tops! 

 

PTA Meeting Reminder 
You are invited! 

 
PTA meeting 

Monday, November 2nd 
6:00 - 7:30 pm 

School Library (Child care is available) 
 
Questions?  contact Kristin Teipel, PTA 
President 
teipe001@umn.edu 
(612) 839-4958 
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Discovery Club News 

Welcome to a new school year from the PTA! 
 
This is a busy time of year as we help our children 

transition – getting connected to new teachers and 
classroom routines, figuring out how the school works, 
and much, much more. As we all make this transition, 

I wanted to let you know how PTA fits into this picture 
at Highland Park Elementary.  

 
What is the PTA? 
We are the school’s parent action group and our 

mission is simple - to support our school. We do this 
by building a sense of community through PTA events, 
getting parent/guardians involved in school and 

raising money to support the school’s work. 
 

Who is the PTA? 
You are! All parents, guardians, caring adults and 
school staff who support HPE students are members of 

the PTA. Our work is done through the work and 
commitment of our volunteers. It’s a wonderful group 
in which to become involved and there are plenty of 

ways for you to participate.  
 

How can you get involved? 
! Attend any or all of the PTA Family Fun Events: 

• Halloween Carnival 

• Movie Night 
• Disco Bingo 

• Rhythmic Movement Program 
• School Play 
• Science Night 

• Math Night 
• School Picnic 
• End of Year Fun-a-thon 

 
! Support our fundraising  

• Chip Shoppe sale 
• Read-a-thon 
• Silent Auction 

• Barnes and Noble day 
• Plant (garden!) gift card sale 
• Collect Box Tops 

 
! Help us plan and carry out the PTA’s work 

• Volunteer - We have plenty of opportunities 

to help out – some are active in the school and 
others can be done at home; some take very 

little time while others take a bit more. If 
you’re interested, there’s an opportunity for 
you! If you’ve already filled out and returned 

the Volunteer form, thank-you (you’ll be 
hearing from us!). If you haven’t and would 
like to let us know your volunteer interests, 

please contact me and we’ll get you 
connected. 

 
• Attend PTA meetings - Join us on the 1st 

Monday of each month, 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. in the 

school library for updates, planning and input. 
Childcare is available (as are snacks for the 
adults!).  

 

Who do I talk to if I have questions or want to get 
involved? 
Please feel free to talk with any of the PTA Board 
members: 

• Kristin Teipel, President 
• Susan Wright, Vice President 

• Karen Schultz, Treasurer 
• Maiya Willits, Secretary 
• Pam Brown, Volunteer Coordinator 

• Frank Jossi, Communications Coordinator 
• Annette Dobier, Membership Coordinator 

 

We look forward to a great year!  
 

Kristin Teipel, PTA President 
teipe001@umn.edu 
(612) 839-4958 

 

PTA News 
 

Welcome back to another great year at Highland Discovery Club!  Mrs. Erdmann, Ms. Ellen, Ms. Lisa 
and Ms. Justine would like to welcome our new staff member, Ms Johanna.  Ms Johanna is with our 

4th-6th graders this year and has already done some really fun activities! Ask about the creepy 
Halloween finger pens.  
We are presently getting ready for our release day fieldtrips. On October 15, we are excited to go to 
Afton Apple Orchard, go on a hayride and pick apples and pumpkins to bring home.  We plan to make 
yummy baked caramel and cinnamon apples on Friday, October 16!  On October 23, we will walk to 

the library, have a book read to us and then, of course, go for a bite at the Diary Queen!  Hoping you 
all have a fun Halloween! 
        Take care, DC staff and kids. 
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Physical Education Update 

Inquiring Students Want to Know… 
 

Science Classes: 
 

Kindergarten:  Kindergarten students are currently 
learning the routines of being a “scientist” by 
observing the classroom animals as we meet each one 
individually.  They are learning how to use their 
notebooks to record what they see by drawing a 
picture of it and copying a simple sentence about the 
animal.  They are learning how to date their entries 
and use the “next” page for each day’s entry. 
 
1st Grade:  First graders have begun investigating 

the concepts of air.  They have investigated the 
concepts that “Air has weight.”, “Air takes up space.”, 
and “Air moves things.” 
 
2nd Grade:  Second graders are exploring the 
concepts and characteristics of insects.  They have 
learned about insect anatomy and the differences 
between insects and spiders.  The word 
metamorphosis has just been introduced and we will 
continue our investigation into the different types of 
insect metamorphosis.  We will be investigating some 
live insects during this unit. 
 
3rd Grade:  Third graders are investigating genetics 
and heredity.  They are always very excited to start 
learning the difficult, but amazing use of the Punnett 
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Another exciting school year at Highland Park 
Elementary!!!!  For me, it began by welcoming 

Mr. Andrew Carroll, my student teacher from the 
University of Minnesota/Duluth.  He was with us 
for a very short time (3 weeks) because he is now 
off playing professional hockey with the 
Charlotte Checkers.  It will be fun for the kids 

and me to keep track of Mr. Carroll's season!  (He 
will return in the spring to finish his student 
teaching assignment.) 
 

All of my classes are getting back in the 'swing' of 
rhythmic warm-ups and activities involving ball 
skills.  Grades 1-3 are currently in a rolling unit; 

Square for determining possible traits in offspring 
based on the traits of the parents.  They have learned 
about dominant and recessive genes and how they work 
in determining traits. 
 
4th Grade:  Fourth graders are exploring aerodynamics 
and aerospace engineering.  They are in the process of 
investigating the variables that contribute to how fast a 

parachute will fall through an atmosphere.  They will be 
designing and creating parachutes to determine which 
variable has the most affect on the speed of the fall – 
canopy fabric, canopy size, or length of the suspension 
lines. 
 
5th/6th Grade:  Fifth and sixth graders have been 
investigating the concepts and characteristics of 
energy.  We are learning about different forms and 
sources of energy and how energy can be transferred, 
but can never be created or destroyed. 
 
Contact me with any questions at eileen.cotter@spps.org 
or 651-293-8770. 
                                               Eileen Cotter,  

Science Specialist  
 

 

grades 4-6 in a football unit.  My new kindergarten 
friends are 'exploring' with scooters and ball 

bouncing/catching, as well as 'polishing' their 
locomotor skills. 
 
I hope many of you were able to join us on October 
8th for our Family Fitness Walk.  As I tell my 

students, walking, in my opinion, is the BEST 
EXERCISE IN THE WORLD!!!! 
 
I hope everyone had a fabulous summer!!!!  I 

golfed, played tennis, biked, and read out on my 
patio (sitting in my 'kiddie pool'!!!) 
 

Judy Ryder, Physical Education Specialist 
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Dear Families, 
 

Right now we are spending some time reviewing tones, 
numbers, days of the week, months, and year.  Most of the 
students remember how to say the numbers up to 20, but 
they are struggling with the tones. Tones are an essential 

part of Chinese language.  One change in the tone will 
completely change the meaning.  
 
Mid-Autumn Festival was on Saturday, October 3rd this 

year.  Students had an opportunity to hear a story that is 
related to the festival that is always being told year after 
year. The story that was told is only one version of many 

other stories that are related to the festival. They are also 
working on completing a worksheet that will remind them 
how to say and write Mid-Autumn Festival in Chinese along 
with a few other words. 

 
I look forward to this year as I continue to challenge the 
students in Chinese and enrich them in the culture.  If at 
anytime, you have a question about what is going on during 

Chinese class, please feel free to contact me.  My contact 
information is listed below.  
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or 

concerns that you may have at joanne.chiang@spps.org or 
651-293-8770. 
 
         --JoAnne Chiang, Chinese World Language Specialist 

 

This month, HPE welcomes Elfinesh Beshah to our 
ELL department.  Mrs. Beshah, an ELL educational 
assistant, assists ELL students in many classes.  She 
has taught in Ethiopia and Eritrea for many years.  
She speaks Amharic, Oromiffa, Tigrinya and 

English.  Although HPE has had students from East 
Africa for more than twenty years, recently we 
have had a growing number of students whose 
parents come from Ethiopia or Eritrea.  
 

Mrs. Beshah is able to interpret for parents of 
students who speak these three languages at 
conferences or at any other time.  If you have any 
questions or concerns that she could assist you 

with, please call school at 293-8770.  If you would 
like her to interpret at your parent-teacher 
conference, look for a note concerning this coming 
home with your child soon and return it to school. 
 

Mrs. Kelley can interpret for parents of Spanish 
speaking students.  HPE will hire a Hmong 
interpreter for parent-teacher conferences this 
November.  If you ever have questions about the 

ELL program or other school issues that require an 
interpreter, please call school and ask for Ms. 
Lewis or Mr. Bogenschultz. 
 

--Matthew Bogenschultz 

 

We are back in the swing of things and the students are 
inquiring, investigating, learning and growing!  It is an 
exciting time of year, as we begin reaching for the goals 
students and teachers have set.   

 
A fundamental component of the Primary Years Programme 
is the action step.  When we reflect on the knowledge we 
have learned in our PYP units, we become caring individuals 

who choose to act by demonstrating responsibility and 
respect for others, the environment and ourselves. 
 

In past years, kindergarten students have held in school 
“yard sales” to raise money for anti-malaria bed nets in 
Africa.  We also have a student who, through petitions, 
letters and eventually a meeting with Mayor Coleman, rallied 

to keep the Hamline Midway library open in the face of 
impending budget cuts.  Action steps can be as big as these 

or as small as helping out a fellow classmate.     
 
We will be celebrating these action steps this year, in a 
new Tuesday Newsday feature entitled, “Where’s the 

Action?”  We are interested in sharing action steps 
from everyone in our community, including students, 
staff and HPE families.   
 

Thank you to Miss Steward for organizing and helping 
to implement this project.  Thank you to Mr. Cotter for 
filming, editing and producing.   

 
If you have any comments or questions about this or any 
aspect of the IB-PYP, don’t hesitate to contact me here 
at school. 

 
--Colleen Kelley, Colleen.kelley@spps.org 

 

 

 IB/PYP Corner 
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News from HPE’s Gifted and Talented Specialist 
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Hello, I am happy to be back for my third year at 
HPE as the gifted services specialist.  With this 
position, my main responsibility is to work 
collaboratively with teachers in maintaining a 
challenging and rigorous curriculum for our most 
capable and highest performing students.  This 
entails working with groups of students throughout 
the day both in classrooms and in small pull-out 
groups. My duties also include that of enrichment 
coordinator, through which I am looking to provide 
opportunities for students to explore interest areas 
outside the regular curriculum.  Additionally, I 
facilitate a number of  “Challenge Group” meetings.  
I am excited for the year ahead at HPE and look 
forward to working with you. 
 

District Gifted and Talented Testing Moved to 

December 

This year SPPS is administering the Naglieri Non-
Verbal Ability Test (NNAT) the first week in 
December, which is one month earlier than years 
past.  All students in Kindergarten and Second grade 
are tested each year.  If you have a child in another 
grade that you would like to have tested, please 
contact Mr. Bollom as soon as possible. 
 

 School Day Enrichment Opportunities 

Each year I attempt to provide some school day 
enrichment opportunities.  This year I have signed 
up our school as a participant in the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee and students in grades three through 

six will have the opportunity to participate in Word 
Masters, which is a word study and analogy 
competition.  There are a host of other possible 
enrichments to offer.  However, due to my other 

duties, I have limited time to organize and facilitate 
these opportunities.  Therefore, I am requesting 
that anyone with interest and time to volunteer 
during the school day to contact me.  We can work 
together to find a good fit for your talents and 
interests in providing opportunities for our 
students.  Enrichments run the range from 
philosophy, art, history, science, math, geography, 
technology, etc.  If you would be interested, please 
contact me at school. 
 

 After-School Enrichment Opportunities 

Highland Park is fortunate to be able to offer so 
many after school opportunities to students.  We 
have offerings through Community Education, Young 
Rembrandts, Mad Science and Schoolhouse Chess.  

Hopefully, you have seen the flyers from each of 
these organizations in your child’s backpack.  These 
are fee-based offerings but scholarships may be 
available upon request. 
 

 Evening Challenge Group Meetings 

I would like to extend an invitation to all interested 
families to attend and participate in Challenge Group 
meetings. These meetings provide an opportunity to 
meet and discuss “big picture” concerns and 
opportunities for high performing, gifted and 
talented and motivated students.  The meeting 
listed below, and all others listed on the gifted 
section of the Highland Elementary web page take 
place between 6:00 – 7:00 pm. in the library. 

Everyone is welcome.  Our next meeting takes place 
on Monday, October 19.   
 
Further information is available under the Gifted 
and Talented tab on the Highland Elementary web 
page. 
   --David Bollom 

 


